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PURPOSE: To provide a flange structure capable of clamping a flange effectively 
by making the force of clamping bolts act on the inside of a lip seal section. 

CONSTITUTION: A flange structure of this invention comprises an upper clawed 
flange 7 and a lower clawed flange 8, which are clamped together by means of 
bolts 5 extended between the flanges 7 and 8. A claw 9 of the upper flange 7 
and a claw 9 of the lower flange 8 are aligned with each other and located on 
the inside of a lip seal section 6. Since, by employing such an arrangement, 
,.the force of the clamping bolts acts to coupling faces 4, no bending stress 
around the lip seal section 6 is produced. Further, since the bending caused by 
tightening of the bolts 5 is relieved by turning at the claw section, no bending 
loa/1 is acted to a valve cover 3 and a flange portion 2, with, only a compressive 
load being acted to the coupling faces. 
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